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Satire’s my weapon; but I'm too discrect 
To run aemuck, and tilt at all I meet ; 


I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 
Thieves, Supercargoes, Sharpers, and Directors.—Porr. 








CELEBRATION OF THE BIRTH DAY OF 
MR. PITY. 
> <a 

THE PITT CLUB. 

—=> 

A knot of jugglers 
Bound in the union of succe-sful cheats; 
Lording it over the poor slaves they pillage ; 
And running riot in the revely 
Of costly étes, wrung from the lab’rers' toil, 
With thankless av'rice aud scornful pomp, 
That mock the ms'iy on which they build, 

Oe 
It is hardly possible to refrain from the language of the 





most pointed indignation, while we record that another anni- 
versary of the birth-day of Mr. Pitt has been he!d in the 
metropolis of that country, which his measures and his system 
have brought to the very precipice of ruin and of bank- 
ruptcy. Isit not enough that his statue, cold and heartless, 
and unblushing as himself, still disgraces the Guildhall of 
London, and insults at once the senses of the living citizens, 
and the patriotism of the departed Beckford ; but that, in the 
face of all its infamy, and in the demonstration of all its 
horrid tendency, the system of that man should still be held 
up to the public as deserving of their admiration ; and his 
memory of being held in veneration,—a man who has more 
injured our strength, our happiness, and our reputation, than 
any other plague that heaven in its anger could have rained 
upon the guilty apathy of the nation. 

The first emotion upon reading the record of sucha fact, 
must be astonishment, that men should be found silly, or mad 
enough, to attend such a meeting ; or impudent enough to 
publish what the nation must appreciate as the most wicked 
falsehoods, or the most insolent contempt of public opinion. 
But when we proceed further, and inquire what the charac. 
ters are of those who could attend such a feast, ‘* in comme- 
moration of his feats of blood and devastation ;”? and tind 


they were the present minister's and their adherents, who in 


the time of the ‘* heaven-born minister,” swelled the chorus 
of the ministerial pack, we are released from our astonishe 
ment (for who could be surprised at any thing from them, 
except an act of honest independent legislation)—but our 
indignation at their audacity is by no means diminished. A 
morning priut says, ** the company present consisted chiefly of 
** those who, in addition to their more assumed agreement in 


** the principles of the Pittadministration,areunderthe great« 





** est personal and family obligations to that eminent minister. 
** Their gratitude is therefore deserving of commendation.” 

The public are pretty well aware who the gentlemen are, 
that are under the greatest personal and fumily obligations, 
to that scourge of England; and also of the nature of their 
gratitude to, and veneration for, him, which he so well re- 
warded—at the cxpense of the country. One writer has ob- 
served, that their gratitude was misplaced; that the country 
was entitled to it and not Mr. Pitt; but these gentlemen are 
much better logicians. They Know that ¢hetr gratitude was 
due to the minister, and to the ménésfer only ; for their ser- 
vices were such as the country, if that country had any voice, 
would have either declined to accept, or rewarded in another 
way. But we must not withhold the names of these gentle- 
men, who dare insult us with assemblirg in the midst of our 
misery and distress, to toast the Prtt system, and the Pitt 
principles. 

‘* Mr. Robert Peele was in the chair, the Lord Chancellor 
*S was on his right, and Lord Liverpool was on his left; 
** Lord Bathurst, Lord Harrowby, Lord Westmoreland, 
** Lord Bridgewater, Lord Lascelles, the Chancellor of the 
** Exchequer, Mr. George Rose, Mr. Manners Sutton, Mr. 
* Lushington, Sir William Scott, Sir John Beresford, aud 
** Mr. Charles Long, were present.” 

The people of England Anoz all these names very well. 
‘hey have given us a great many receipts for the very good 
things to which the friendship of Mr. Mitt introduced them ; 
but they might have spared us the present occasion of rea 
membering how little reason we have to be satislied with 
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our part of the bargain. How Mr. Rohert Peel came to be 
in the chair, we know not, any more than the reason which 
induced Lord Castlereagh and Mr. Canning, to absent 
themselves from such a mecting.* We can account for the 
latter gentleman, and the Lord by courtesy, absenting them- 
selves from public and independent assemblies of honest 
men; but we can assign no reason why they should: not as- 
sociate with the members of the ** P/tt Club,” and give in 
their continued adhesion to the * Pitt system,” of ruined 
commerce, despoiled agriculture, apd stagnant manufactures. 
But their modesty, perhaps, kept them away ; or their fears 
might have suggested a little caution. In a former procession 
through the city, their ** mighty maste *? was very uncor- 
dially received; and instead of presiding as the chairman 
and deputy, as the two grand treasurers of his memory 
ought to have done, there was a little policy in placing a 
being in the chair, whose insignificance might disarm resent- 
ment. It will be remarked wiih some satisfaction, that not 
one disinterested person can be found in the list of the prin- 
cipal company. ‘They are all the servile supporters, or the 
paid defenders of the system, which is too profitable in its 
decrepitude to be abandoned. ‘They all hold advantageous 
situations (except Lord Lascelles) and are all very well 
qualified to speak to the ziésdom and generosity of the man, 
whom they once served, to the injury of the nation, and 
whose system they would still uphold for the advantages it 
confers upon themselves. The bishop of Landaff is reported 
to have said grace. We should have been glad if we could 
have reported it. His Lordship has some reason to be thank- 
ful, and the expressions he used, might have directed us ¢o 
zwhom his gratitude was duc. After dinner, ** Non nobis 
Domine,” was sung; and no compauy under the canopy of 
heaven had less reason to attribute to themselves, or their 
merits, any of the luxuries they have partaken through life, 
than the majority of these professed admirers, and public 
commemorators of the Pitt system,—which is in other words, 
only a system of oppression, plunder, and deception, by 
which a few of the most worthless in society may be thrown 
to the surface, and enjoy an authority that may enable them 


to extinguish public virtue, and eradicate all public talent. 





* These two gentlemen, we understand, kept away because the 
Committee of the Pitt Club insisted that the * protestant ascendancy’ 
should be given as a toast. This they thought inconsistent with 
their avowed support of the Catholic question, Mr. Pitt, poor soul, 
too, was the arowed supporter of the Cathelic claims ; but he could 
not carry them. It may be said, that the Pitt Club should adhere to 
the opinion of their master, at any rate—but no; although, for their 
own advantage, they would serve him while living, and follow him to 
the when dead,—not a step in either case, until the money is 
paid down, 
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Tho whole character of the proceedings corresponds with 
the folly, and interested flattery, that characterise the whole 
of the adherents of the Pitt system, which henceforth will be 
in Kngtand understood to be synonymous with all that is 
worthless, wicked, and impudent; as puntc faith with the 
Romans was Carthaginian infamy. The health of the Duke 
of York was given by the chairman, and he could not help 
reminding ‘¢ the meeting of the achievements of our army 
‘** since it was under tle commanding-in-chief of his Royal 
** Highness, to call forth their sincerest applause. The 
** chairman wished his Royal Highness had been present, to 
** witness the proof they must give of their attachment.” If 
his Royal Highness had been present at this cruel irony of 
compliment, if the bare-faced flattery had not disguised it, 
he must have sighed deeply at the recollection of the exploits 
of the army, when he had the honor of commanding in per- 
son against the republicans of Fiance; and the contrast 
which had been recently displayed. But something must be 
said, some proof of attachment, in the language of the 
chairman, must be given to a commander in chief, and a 
member of the Royal Family. We now arrive at the dus:- 
ness, the real business of the day: the King, the Prince 
Regent, the Duke of York, and the rest of the Royal Fa- 
mily, were all given only as routine, and mere matters of 
form. Not a word of comment, upon any advantages de- 
rived from them escaped the lips of the chairman; with the 
exception of the Duke of York, of whom he could find no- 
thing personally to say to his advantage, and therefore lugged 
in the merits of the army, with which his Royal Highness 
has in truth very little to do, the chairman left their merits 
to speak for themselves; and even the Princess Charlotte, 
and her illustrious consort (who seem designedly excluded 
from the toast of the rest ofthe Royal Family) do not aflord 
ground for a single comment upon cither the beauty of the 
one or the generosity of the other. All these illustrious per- 
sonages must be passed off in great haste, to make room for 
one far above them in the estimation of the boroughmongers, 
and all the pensioners of the Pitt system,—to make room 
for the immaculate idol himself-——** the great man to celebrate 
witicn was the object of the present meeting.” ‘The chairman 
proceeded to observe upon this important toast, that it was 
now ‘‘eleven years since the meeting was instituted, and 
‘‘ every year as it passed must have contributed to rivet cheir 


66 


attachment, and to deepen thetr veneration. (Applause ) 


66 


Chis was singular, but not extraordinary. It was the true 


66 i 
6 We were now en- 


criterion of his unrivalled character. 
*‘ abled to exercise a sober judgment in examining the prin- 


66 


ciples of Mr. Pitt’s conduct, and in contemplating the 
** dangers from which they rescued us. Without the fearless 
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‘heart and the comprehensive mind of Mr. Pitt, England 
¢¢ must have fallen a prey to the wide-spread and seductive 
“ frenzy that desolated Kurope. (applause.) Some of those 
‘6 who had then opposed Mr. Pitt’s measures were now sa- 
<‘ tisfied, by the lapse of years and the lessons of experience, 
‘that those measures were vight. This was honorable to 
Ile had forescen 
What 


“ they were forced to admit now, he had contemplated and 


‘them, but doubly honorabie to him. 
“ what nothing but experience could teach them. 


“6 provided for in prospective. (applause). Those who still 
“ opposed his principles, contended that his policy was too 
“expensive, aud entailed heavy burdens on the country. 
66 This might be true, but his policy was not more expensive 
“than the objects of Azs policy, both required and justified: 
“ and he was sure that, if those who now heard him were 
“ again placed in the same situation, they would rather sup- 
“ port his measures, than relax in resistance to the enemics 
‘he had to contend with at home and abroad. (applause.) 
“ They would rather incur all their difficulties and burdens, 
* than yield to the despot abroad, or to the demagogues at 
“home (great applause.) He would now propose * The 
* immortal memory of Mr. Pitt.” 

We could not avoid giving this precious specimen of bad 
English and worse logic, as it wes reported in the Times ; 
nor can we refrain from a few comme: ts, although to break 


such a butterfly as the chairman of this meeting upon the 


whee! of enquiry is almost descendirg too low in the scale of 


censure. He commences, however, with a very gocd, a 
very true remark: the attachment of himself and his fricnds 
has been rivettcd, and their veneration deepened every year 
since the institution of the ** Pitt Club.” This, he adds, ‘* is 


' though we think if is 


“ singular, but not extraordinary,’ 
neither the one nor the other: they have every year received 
edditional proofs of its advantages, to the full amount of 
their salaries, and the consequence they hold in society is al! 
owing to the Pitt system; and it is by no means strange, 
that such men should feel their veneration increase for what 
so abundantly increases their ability to revel in undeserved 
luxury. But is the country more attached to this detestable 
system; ts the veneration of the starvi«. multitude increased 
for the specious juggler, whose princip es have reduced the 
most flourishing nation in the world into a nest of beggary 
and discontent? Is the attachment of the landholder in- 
creased, when that system has robbed his tenants of the 
means of paying him his rent, and teft his lands urcultivated, 
because the faration of that systein has stolen away the 
capita! that should have been devoted to find employment 


for the millions that clamour in yain for subsisteace, while a 
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great proportion of the soil is absolutely left a desolate and 


an abandoned waste? Is the attachment of the farmer in- 


creased, when the produce of his land will not satisfy the 
harpies of the Pitt system, wbo devour it before it rises from 
the earth, and hold a mortgage upon all his future labors, 
by the power to scize, without his control or consent, upon 
all that he might hereafter possess, to defray the interest of 
a debt, incurred for the worst purposes, and expended upon 


the most mischievous measures? Is the attachment of the 


merchant increased for the Pitt system, when he finds the 
sources of commerce dried up by the most exorbitant exac- 
tions; when he sees the markets in which he formerly traded 
without a rival, crowded with competitors in every depart- 
ment, who undersell and outstrip him in all, because he has 
to pay in taxes more than the prime cost of the materials and 
the price of labor combined? Is the attachment of the 
tradesman to the Pitt system increased, when he finds that 
all his industry tends to impoverish himself, and to render 
his shop only a high road to the workhouse, and that too full 
already to leave him room to hope that he can find a shelter 
under its miserable roof?) Are the artizan and the mechanic 
still attached to the system, which has robbed them of the 
hopes of obtaining a bare subsistence in their native country, 
and degraded them to the commission of crimes, or coms 
petled them to abandon all their connexions, to seek a refuge 
in the wastes of America? Who are now attached to the 
system? The fundholder trembles for his promises, and holds 
his tongue: bound to the system, like a slave to the gullies, 
he inwardly regrets that he has exchanged his hard cash for 
the specious promises of the state; but in the hope that he 
may yet live upon the @terest, he abandons his capital to its 
fate. The whole host of placemen and pensioners, of mini- 
sters without talents, and hungry expectants of future profit, 
form the only effective army of the Pitt system, Their num- 
bers are as contemptible, as their pretensions are dangerous 3 
and the first rude breath of popular opinion will sweep the 
buitertiies from the summer breezes in which they have 
spo ted so undeservedly. 

We are next informed, that they (the meeting) can now 
forma true judgment of the Pitt principles, and the dangers 
from which they rescucd us (meaning, of course, still the 
meeting). Yes, we know from what dangers the Pitt system 
nas rescued ¢hem. It has rescued them from poverty ; but to 
do this, it has reduced the nation to poverty. it has rescued 
(hem trom their native insienificance ; but to do this, it has de- 
vraded the ration below its former charac ter, in proportion ag 
it has raised them to honers. it has viven to those wiry NO-# 
things Sa local habitation and a vame ;’ but it has erased king- 
land from the list of great and enviable nations, Every reason 
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they have to be grateful to this system, is a reason why the 
nation should abhor it, and execrate its author’s memory : 
for if there were no other evidence of its mischievous ten- 
dency, than the exaltation of such men, we should exclaim, 
That ‘* seductive 
JSrenzy,” the general spirit of frecdem, to which we should 


** Consign it to everlasting oblivion!” 


otherwise have fallen @ prey, in the language of the chairman, 
could not have brought upon us, even in its wildest excesses, 
and its most licentious career, a tythe of the evils which have 
been endured under the Pitt system. 
spective are greater and mere accumulated than any with 


The calamities in per- 


which heaven in its wrath has visited a guilty people. When 
the dark and impending cloud shall burst, and no man can 
prevent it, unless this system is at once annihilated, the his- 
tory of all past horrid events, will serve as miserable Ales to 
the record of the departure of English greatness ! 

We should be happy to know who of those that originally 
opposed the Pitt system, are now * convinced of its advan- 
tages.’ Many have deserted its banners, convinced of its 
destructive tendency, from observation of its etiects ; others 
have sunk under it, cursing the credulity that duped them 
into its dreadful vortex. But who are they that have em- 
braced it, from the ranks of its opponents: the miserable 
apology of Southey occurs tous, and prevents us from giving 


the lie directly to the worthy chairman. Ie is welcome to 


the renegade. The singularity of the circumstance entitles 
him to protection. When the bishop said grace, Southey 
should have been present, and said amen. The next sen- 
tence is so horrible a libel (although it may be Grue) upon 
the memory of Mr. Pitt, that we start astonished from the 
Mr. Pitt had FORESEEN 
Did he then coldly 
sit in his closet, and see in prospective the beggary, the mi- 


impudence that could avow it. 
the circumstances that would ensue!!! 


sery, the ruin, the distress, and the agony, that his system 


would entail upon his country ? 


Did he, could he have con- 
templated this issue to his war for the restoration of religion 
and good government, and not have possessed a heart that it 
Yes, 


says Mr. Robert Peel, he foresaw this ; and—what, reader ? 


would be a compliment to call the heart of a demon ? 


started from the picture, and receded from his mad career 2— 
No--he provided for tt in prospective! "This is, we may sup- 
pose, that he foresaw the insupportable misery his system 
would produce, mast ultimately raise even the voice of pa- 
tience and the hand of resignation against it; and therefore 
he provided the present ministers and the Pitt Club, to con- 
summate the dreadful tale, and dash into obedience those whom 

The conelusion of the 
He admits that the Pitt 
system might have been ¢oo expensive, and yet says it was 


his system had driven to despair!!! 
chairman’s speech haits miserably, 

not more expensive than his objects justified. This, though 
His 
system was tuo eapensive for us, but not more than his ob. 
jects warranted for him. Those ebjects were to render us 


miserable logic, is a paradox founded on some truth. 
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poor and wretched, that we might be fearful and submissive. 
When he was determined to take more than we were willing 
to spare, he thought it wise to take from us as much as would 


render us unable to resist. 
Despair, however, sometimes produces the effects of cou- 
rage: and we yet hope the hour of retribution is at hand :—-- 
“Ves! miscreant statesmen! by the proud disdain, 
** That honor feels at base corruptions reign ! 
* By the loud clamour of a nation’s woes ! 
* By the still pang domestic sorrow kaows ¢ 
* By all that bope has lost, or terror fears ! 
“ By England's injuries, by England's tears 
* The hour shall come, when fraud’s shurt empire past, 
* A people’s vengeance shail strike home at last!” 


>> a 
THE CONSTITUTIONIST. No. 7. 


Remarks on a Pamphlet, entitled ** Constitutional Politics.’ 


' 


J 





Errata. The last paper of the Constitutionist was No. 0, not 5, asi 
was printed. In that number for * B. Wentworth, read *P. Went- 
worth.’ Read ‘ that they did not acknowledge them’ dele * as such.’ 





It fis not strange that the enemies of reform should aumber 
in their ranks combatants, whose parties are as various as 
their weapons ; but it is strange that they should demand the 
assistance of morality and religion in favor of asystem, which 
was in its infancy fostered by bloodshed, and which in its old 
age is supported only by oppression. This, however, they do, 
but the manner of their doing it is rather peculiar, as it ue- 
cessarily must be; for they cannot with any face ask religion 
to defend election perjury, nor morality to plead the cause of 
bribery and peculation; all they can hope from the former 
is, that she will tell the people* that distress ts avery good 
thing fur the soul, and the utmost they can expect from the 
latter, isa few observations on the excesses which generally 
accompany a revolution. ‘They, however, get some pre- 
tended friends of religion to go much further, and under 
pretence of being advocates of moderate reform (because 
they know that no reform, but that which is radical, can 
possibly hurt them) they commission these men to denounce 
the friends of freedom as the enemies both of morality and of 
the constitution. Among these I should have ranked the 
author of the pamphlet now under consideration, had not its 
weakness convinced me, that he is worth neither commission 
nor pay. 

Our author sets off with a quotation from Armata. 


urging 


S 
the necessity of a *S combination against rash and wolent 
men.’ In such a combination { cannot refuse to join: with 


this protest, however, that rash and violentare not descriptive 
of the friends of yearly parliaments, and universal suttroge. 
Ife then seems rather shrewdly to suspect, that these rash 
and violent men are ** hired by the goverument to push mat- 
ters to the extremity 3” but afterwards thinks it is more likely 
that they are incited by ‘“* the love of popularity and the 
applause of the multitude, which in democratic yovernm 
opens the way to eminence to the meanest taleats, and 





* Sce the late Epistle of some Wesleian Metnod'sts. 
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we 


If [ understand this, it means that the lead- 
ers are violent, because they tise popularity: it therefore 
follows that the ** people or multitude like violence and 
rashness, otherwise their leaders would not become rash and 
violent through the love of their favor; if this be so, there 
ought to be no complaining of the people being deluded by 
tieir leaders, for, according to our author, the leaders do not 
lead but, follow : : they are in a manner forced to be ** rash and 
violent,’ > to gain the favor of a rash and violent people ; but 
we are informed that the applause of the multitude in demo- 
cratic governments Opens the way to eminence to the meanest 
talents, and the lowest classes. That popularity with them 
opens the way to eminence tot men of ability, though of the 
‘* Jowest classes,”” is the praise and the boast of ** democratic 
governments 5 ” put where did our author learn that it opens 
the way to men of the ** meanest talents?" To gain the 
hors of a democrac ys a man must possess some qua ities to 
distinguish him from the multitude. Of birth and fortune, 
which | frequently, in monarchies and aristocracies, exalt per- 
sons of the meanest talents to the highest offices, our author 
supposes these nien to be destitute: now | would ask him 
what can render them a frat but the opinion of their ta- 
lents and lutegrity, or of thetr talents only, for mere inte- 
grity will never make any man popular? It may, perhaps, 
be answered, they gain popularity by the whim of the many : 
this is next to impossible: in a despotism, the whim of one 
man may clevate toa dukedom an absolute idiot, and allowing 
that a number may have their humours as well as one, yet 
there is need of a strange concurrence of whims, fora man 
without one useful or sple ndid quality, to gain, gratis, the 
esteom and admiration of a million. Our author has told us, 
that the /eaders are violent, because the people are violent : 
on he gives us the reason of the violence of the people— 

‘much of the present discontent originates in the pressure of 
as times ;”? but afterwards we are informed in a very ficry 
sentence, which the fear of burning my fingers prevents me 
from transcribing, that the great evil is * political errors, 
and in page 4th our author inquires how this spirit “of dis- 
content and dissatisfaction has been fomented 2”? and he dis- 
covers the principal means to be the Sunday Newspapers,* 
read by the poor in the barber’s shops, in the village ale- 
house, in bencfit clubs, where they talk politics, get drunk, 
and i h Sing, 


‘A beggar when he’s drunk, is equal to a king.” 


Benefit clubs, tells us, form an excuse for attending 
political meetings. Who ever informed him that it was ne- 
cessary for an Englishman to tind an excuse for attending to 
his own business 2 Such are the wonderful ways, in which 
the spirit of disaffection has been fomented, and as our au- 
thor has shewn to the legislature, on what food disaffection 
subsists, it will be their fault if it’s food is not taken from it. 
To save the country, and to seli the Philanthropic Gazette, 
fet an act immediate ly pass, ** that if any a rson or persons 
shall wilfully and m: tliciously sell or cause to be sold. any 
Sunday HeCWSpaper > or shall keep Or mianti Ul, er cause to 
be kept or ma intained, any barbers shop, or village ale- 
house ; or shall si: ig Or cause to be s sung. a ce rtai inflamma. 
tory, dangerous, and traiterous song, having tn it. 


lowest classes.”” 


ho- 


he 


* A beggar that is, &c.” 
That then, all such selling, 
Suiging, and all such causing to be 


maintaimiug, keeping, or 


sold, maintained, hept, ou 


werrly re SPA Perv, yr lished 


: 4 e ° . 
Our iearned lecturer is the editor of ; 
on Wednesdays, called the Philanthre »e Gazette, 
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sung, shall be adjudged felony, without benefit of clergy, 
and the offenders therein shall be adjudged felons, and shall 
suffer death as in cases of felony, withoat benetit of clergy.’ 

In page 7, our author displays his skill in rig a hy ‘di- 
viding the disaffected into three classes. Is Those whose 
Gisaflection arises from distress; these he aa anely recome 
mends should be cured by relief. 2d. Those who have been 
seduced by plausible schemes of amelioration imcousistent 
with the constitution; these he tenderly observes siiould be 
reasoned with, bat while they are quiet, Miistuken as they 
are, should not be treated with se verity. Sd. Those « ho are 
jor practice than theory, and whom the loaves and 
fishes, as he says, he pire with the hopes of revolution 5; Co- 
ercive laws he thinks nec ‘essary agaist these. Tn a note upon 
this, he beos not to be understood as an apologist of the Suse 
pension Bi/l, and quotes a passage from bis newspaper, from 
which itis evident that he asa L apolog vist of it, and a wretched 
one too, but he observes * it. is to the 2d class, deceived by 
the specious theories, aud perhaps fond of change, that we 
wish to devote the remainder of this tract.”’ 

The Spenceans, he hut dismisses them in 
a few lines, to attack the ug of universal suffrage ; 
this, he says, is founded on the equal right of every man to 
the same share of landed property. W he ever told him this ? 
Surely the Duke of Richmond was not aware of this found. 
ation of the mht of universal suffrage; had he becn aware 
of it, surely he would have first proposed that every man be 
putin possession of the tind to which he was entitled 3 1t 1s 
absurd to attempt to take the second step first. As to equal- 
ity of birth, of which some talk, it can only refer to the equal 
he ‘Iplessness of infancy. As he appears ignorant of the first 
principles of natural law, will refer him) tu Puffeudorff de 
officio Homiuts et Civis, which, though it was written for 
children, contains some excellent information for the zgnorant 
of allages, from this he will learn that ina natural state men 
are all ‘ibe independent of each other, and conseqrently 
all alike equal; and this state is called natural equality, or 
equality of birth; on this equality as founded the nght of 
universal suffrage. But this writer adds, ** neither are we 
born equal in bodily streneth, or mental tale ‘nts;"? but this 
does not affect the natural equality of mankind in the least, 
and universal dlbcna instead of controlling superiority 
of talent, would give it due scope, aud would no longer 
permit it, though it possessed neither rank nor fortune, te 
be precluded from its legitimate seat in the councils of the 
nation. Our author proceeds to make some truly laughable 
observations to prove that all men have not equal right to le- 
vislate for themselves ; und he does this, by proving that 
Wome be chifdren, madmen, and ¢ vrimcaile. have not 
such right; orto other words, because certain persons have 
not this ah who are (incapable of tt. he infers that those who 
are capable of 1t do not possess it; such are our author’s no- 
hous of locie! [fhe had attended to the foundation of aniver- 
sal suffrage, natural ceneiits » he would have perceived that 
nen are alone mdependent by nature, and that idiots, mad- 
and children, must in all states be dependent, 


> 


rather | 


first acdadre SSeS, 


idiots, 


meh, Women, 


To Correspondents. 


In answer to multiplied enquirtes, the Editor begs to say, that 
mes trialas fixed for Thursday next, at Ten o'Cloek. 
The spirited letter of J. H. G. shal! appear in our next. f he 


could furnish the remainder, y meh: oe tovether, 


‘The execlleut “ narody” of ~H, shall also a ppear in our nent. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





NOTICE OF TRIAL—LAMENT OVER STRANGE PISAP- 
POINTMENTS. 
——— 
From the Black Dwarf in the King’s Bench, to the Yellow 
Bonze at Japan. 
——— 

Oh! my friend, the hour of trial is at hand. The day 
approaches when iny pretensions to speak the truth, will be 
investigated before the legal authorities of the land, Lam 
to be arraigned upon the prosecution of the King, whose 
dead ancestors it appears [ have unwittingly offended. Rest 
their royal souls in peace, if it be possible. T never intended 


to call them again from the grave, or to disturb the ashes of 


those who had done quite mischief enough while they were 
alive not to be invoked by any sensible man for further injury 
to society. I must not however anticipate my defence, 
which will be of a singular complexion. Thou wilt proba. 
bly ask, how it is possible for me to be acquainted with the 
laws that I have never studied: how I am to deteud myself, 
against a man paid by the king to accuse me, and furnished 
with all the wisdom of a wig. and all the literature of a 
black gown? I confess appearances are against me; but 
then I thought if there were any truth in the common as- 


‘sertion among these people, that in such cases, there is more 


wit in the wig than in the head, 1 urght, perchance, buy a 
wig, and by that means inherit a small portion of wisdom 
for my defence. But, my dear friend, I have discovered 
that wit and wisdom are of no avail: honor is no protection, 
nor honesty a shield: literature is no guide through an En- 
glish court. Nothing will do there but Law, solid, sub- 
stantial, venerable Law. You appear before Law, you are 
tried by Law; and, you are almost sure to be condemned 
by Law; because the Law of LIBEL, Is just what the yudges 
say, when the Jury will believe them. 

But no matter, | shall havea trial ; and I may be released 
in a few days from my continement which now begins to be 
insufferably tedious. I have seen all my fellow prisoners. 
I have counted how many faces are within the circumference 
of the walls by which T am enclosed. 1 am familiar with 
every remarkable face, in the motley group tbat the policy 
of this wise country locks up to do nothing while they are 
here, and to learn to do nothing when they get out. Every 
stone on the pavement has been pressed by my feet, as I 
have wandered in silent cogitation, abstracted from the 
moving automata who now and then jostled me into the re- 
collection that they were near me. 

Besides, [ lose a great variety of amusements, and much 
opportunity of information, by my imprisonment. ‘There is 
at present a sapient professor of the most a ttonishing philo. 


sophy in this metropolis, and T cannot see him, All the 
people, who have not been committed for telling truth, are 





running to see, and to admire him. He is almost the only 
object of attention. Yet 1 cannot help thinking that his 
admirers exaggerate the profundity of his understanding, 
They say that he will absolutely tel! the thoughts of any of 
his visitors. This is really astonishing: when thou consi- 
derest, that in this country there are very few who have any 
thought Whataconjuror he must be, therefore, if it be 
true that he can discover what never had any esistence, 
Should he not be employed by the Government to discover 
the philosopher's stone? Thou wilt be impatient to kuow 
who and what he is; and whether in his travels he has ever 
taken shelter under thy hospitable roof? Alas! no, my friend, 
He would not have trusted himself under thy protection, 
Instinct alone would have taught him to avoid thy presence : 
but he is a philosopher, aud would therefore have been 
doubly cautious. | question whether he would have landed 
in Japan, the people of that place being eanmbals in his 
Opinion, and even thyself, my learned and benevolent friend, 
would not have scrupled to have murdered and devoured 
him. Do not be alarmed at the charge. It is very true. 
And yet thou wouldst not have committed any crime in kil- 
ling and eating the English Philosopher / In other countries 
philosophy and learning are generally confined to the hu- 
man species; but here they are more lberal, more enlight- 
eued, Their dogs make a most amazing proficiency in slizht 
of hand, and other avimals are equally adepts in the differeut 
pursuits they are instructed with so much care to follow. 
Is it therefore astonishing that philosophy should be taught 
toapiG? Itis true, my friend, this philosopher is a pra! 
A LEARNED PIG! and all the town are daily assembling to 
hear him grunt problems, solve state policy, and divine the 
thoughts of those whe never had any. Many measures of 
the Government are even attributed to his councils, and it 
is certain that some ‘* ellustrious,’’ and ** exalted,” * person- 
ages,” have taken the benefit of his advice, and speak of 
him in terms of the highest admiration. A new method of 
voverning the ‘ swinish” multitude is said to be on the ta- 
pis, principally suggested by himself to a Secretary of 
State, in a private conference, in which he fully proved 
the meficacy of the usual muzzle, or ringing through the 
uose. A committee, consisting of all these who have con- 
sulted him, is now framing a bill for the better protection 
of four-legged brutes; aud a general association for Cie pe- 
culiar protection of asses 1s in a state of much forwailiness. 
It is even imagined by some, that a sort of Compromise will 
take place between this learned pig, and the people, aud 
the ministry, by winch, as the animals upon two legs are to 
be prevented from speaking any thing thes kuow, the aninals 
upon four legs are to be by treaty allowed to speais ali that 
they can learn ; and a clause is to be tiserted, by waich it is 
declared not to be treason for a twosiegyed anima! to teach 


a four-legged animal to reason, altuough the one upon twe 








301 


legs must not reason for himself: ‘* provided, nevertheless 
«and notwithstanding, that no two-legged animal shall at- 
«tempt by himself, his executors, or assigns, to evade, e- 
«¢ Jude, misconstrue, misinterpret, or misunderstand, this 
‘clause, by walking upon his hands, and his feet, and eall- 
‘ing hunself a four-legged animal.”? This latter concession 
marks the liberality of the present age, and demonstrates 
the progress which civilization is making in these parts, A 
Grand Council will shortly determine ow wise a pig must 
be, or how much philosophy he must understand, betore he 


is exenpt from the hands of the butcher. The president of 





this assernbly will be the R t, whose accurate definition 
and knov ledge of philosophy was so excellent, before it was 
‘so frittered away, that he could make nothing of it.”’ 

There is another circumstance that grievously perplexes 
me. There has been a royal birth of twins, 1 understand, 
and Tam unable t> leave ny card of congratulation. By 
heaven my foya/ty will be suspected. I shall be stigmatized 
as a jabocin; and perhaps dismissed the country under the 
What shall Ido? Shall I di- 
rect the turnkey of a prison to carry the cougratulation of 
a prisoner? That will never do. 
understand English. Shall L write my compliments? That 
would be useless also, for heaven has not thought it neces- 


provisions of the alien act. 


The royal pair cannot 


sary to enable the royal parents to read any thing I should 
pen down in the languages I have any smattering of. An 
oblation of a piece of raw beef, for royalty must eat, and it 
cannot work, might be acceptable. But I cannot carry it: 
and if Lintrust it to another, how am I sure that the royal 
pair will not be robbed of their taxes, by the collector ? 
Tam in a sad predicament. Yam afraid I must eat my beef 
alone, aud send the royal pair my—best wishes / If thou art 
desirous of being remembered to them, thou must address 
thyself to the Grand Chamberlain of Exeter Change, where 
the royal father, the royal mother, and the royal twins, are 
to be seen all alive, in the shape of royal lions, that old and 
legitimate race of the monarchs of the wood. 

Had I been free, | should have also attended at the meet- 
ings of this metropo'is, in what they call the assemblies of 
Common Council and Common Hall. There they have 
met to tell the ministers they ought not to do that which 
they have done, and which they mean to do. The great 
body of the people are of this mind; but then there are 
some few yreat, very great men, one of them weighing at 
least as much as six other men, who say the ministers ought 
to do what they like; becanse if the ministers are to repre- 
tent freemen, ind act for freemen, they must be free to do 
not what the people please, but what they please themselves, 

This argument has Leen prettily replied to in an epigram, 
by one of the opposite party, which I herewith transcribe :— 


Cease to instruct us, says Sir William C, 
Who rule o’er freemen should themselves be free. 
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So, just as wisely, said the silfy elf, 
Who drives fat oxen should be fat himself. 


Yet, my friend, if tried by the latter rule, the statesman 
in question would be an appropriate, a most appropriate or 
driver, for never have I scen an ox so fat in the whole course 
of a life of observation. But, unluckily, be has two com- 
peers who are of the same oynipton, and yet are as thin as 
laths ; they nay do however, for statesmen, if they are free 
to do what they hke; but they cannot take up the profession 
of ox driving, with any recommendation of their cattle, by 
their appearance, 

Another, however, and a much more profitable employ- 
ment has been lately introduced, which the two latter gen. 
tlemen alluded to may follow with a considerable success, 
and they may advance their pretensions upon a parody of 
one of the preceding lines, thus:— 

Who drive LEAN ASSES should themselves be lean! 


Ass-driving, my friend, was introduced into this country 
some years since by some dadies at a watering-place ; and it 
has now become prodigiously fashionable; the predilection 
of the statesmen for the driving of asses spread from rank to 
rank, until almost every adventurer was mounted upon the 
back of one ass or another. Sometimes they were thrown ; 
but the distance from the back of an ass to the ground, 
so small, that a dexterous mder soon seated himself again, 
and spurred and rode harder than before. Politician, divine, 
lawyer, and physician all mounted their asses, and it is a 
matter of amusement with them to see the silly and obstinate 
animals hicking up now and then behind, but only requiring 
a few smart blows, to mend their pace, and try to carry their 
burden with all the patience and humility of the species, 
Some are very cruelly used, “Their owners are not conteated 


ret a couple of panniers, and clap 


to ride themselves, but ¢ 


all their family, children, reiations, and servants, upon their 
backs at once; aud they are not much inclined to let them 
slacken ther pace cithcr. Some naturalists have been re- 
cently asserting, however, that il-usage continued too long, 
will change even the temper of ag ass; and that he will not 
bear beyond a certain lant of cudurance. L caunot of course 
determine on the xecuracy of this opinion ; for Fam not very 
conversant with the temper of asses. 1 adinire more the 
spirit of the generous courser, who will share with his rider 
the pleasure of the course, but start from the lash which is 
not uecersary to urge hin on to the duty im which he de- 
livhts. But Pam wandering from the limits of iny circle. 
[had forgot that Twas an inmate of a prison, and any ima- 
ginetion was roving through the mazes of allegory, and po- 
litical metaphysics. I am called to dinner, and with the 
most deryent wishes for thy welfare remain, 


Thy Friend, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 
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PROGRESS OF LIBERTY! 





Again descending from the realms of light, 
Freedom appears, all mailed in armour bright. 
The beaming fgulchion sparkles in her hand, 
And gathering legions w: ait hos high commaad! 
She speaks, and starting frerm his torpid trance, 
The tropic savage shakes his bearded lance. 
Stern tyrants tremble at her hich behest, 

And shun the Gorgon terrors of her breast, 
And on the brass vefuleent fearful scan, 

Death to the crown-deciod euemies ef man 

The age of wonders has not yet ceased. The genius of 
outraged. liberty has not left the earth, because she has been 
manacled in E ngland, aud banished from the rest of Europe. 
Our hearts beat with rapture, the pen moves with transport, 
as it records that the spirit of independence las burst into 
flame et the Brazils, and announced a new regeneration of 
the Rights of Man beneath the torrid zone. In contem- 
plating the struggles of our Republican friends in South 
America, and the recent general rising i favor of freedom 
in sO great a proportion ‘of the Brazils, we turn from the 
apathy of the enlightened European with contempt, and rest 
with pleasure on the light where it was least expected. Let 
it be said no more that climates and temperatures are hostile 
to human welfare, when the untatored mbabitant of the tor- 
rid zone braves the almost insufferable heat of his residence, 
to follow and embrace the Jovely image of which he has yet 
searcely caught a glimpse, in spite of all the obstacles that 
iynorance and tyranny have thrown im his way. Well has 
Guay asked the questions: — 

Need we the influence of the Northern Star, 

To string our nerves, and steel our hearts to war? 
And whe ve the face of nature laughs around, 

Must sickening virtue tly the tainted ground ? 
Urmaniy thought! what seasous can control? 

Whai fancied zone can circumscribe the soul? 

Who, conscious ef the souree from which she springs, 
sy reason’s light, on rcesolution’s wings, 

Spite of her frail companion dauntless goes, 

Through Lybia’s deserts, and through Zembla’s snows : 
All iittle wants, all low desires refine, 

And raise the mortal to a height divine. 

The struggles of the new world for rational liberty, while 
the old has been lost in passion, or sunk in prejudice, are 
worthy the highest admiration; and we most cordi: lly wish 
and anticipate an issue to their exertions which shall com- 
pensate for all the disappomtinent of happiness in the Eu- 
ropeaa world, ‘The important intelligence arrived on Mon- 
day week, of a revolution in the Brazils, which the present 
arrivals represent as extensive as the friends of freedom could 
desire, and as formidable as the enemies of liberty could fear, 
“ The cause of this commotion ts ascribed to the universal 
discontent that had prevailed for some tine among the troops 
and the imilitia, and the people—the former froin receiving 
no pay, or even the means of existence; and the latter from 
the heavy contributions and expensive conscriptious which 
had been rigorously levied for the meditated conquests in 
Paraguay, aud on the Rio de la Plata, with which they not 
only had no concern, but which they esteeined inimical to 
their interests, The Court of Rio Janeiro had intelligence 
of conspiracies in different districts of the northern provinces, 
and it had transpired that on a given day, the troops were to 
receive orders for the mtf&tary execution of one hundred and 


Jfifty leading individuals, civil and military, in those parts. 
An accident precipitated the execution of the meditated re- 
volution. A colonel of a regiment having, for some unknown 


compelled to surrender.” 


failed so decidedly. 





cause, accused one of his officers on the parade of being a 
traitor, the latter who was reall impicated in the conspi- 
racy, linagining that he had been discovered, and that this 
was the signal for the massacre, drew his sword, and laid the 
colonel dead at his feet. The belis were then rung, and the 
population of the place, as well as the troops, rose with one 
consent, and seized the shipping tn the river, which they 
stripped of their guns and ammunition. The Governor of 
Pernambuco at tirst thought of resistance, but found the 
whole force that he could rely on, consisted only of his per- 
sonal staff. He retired, however, to the fort, where he was 
The Courier, already raising the 
cry of its patrons, says the populace moved with the Rights 
of Man in one hand, and the sword ia tiie other, This j is 
the way that the Rights of Man should be asserted and pro« 
tected, when they are assailed or obscured by tyrants: but, 
in the present instance it appears the Reghts of Man were 
sufficient, for the account goes on to state, * that the Gover. 
nor was not molested tn his person, or his property, and t me 
was allowed him to depart for Rio Janeiro.” The country 
people, adds the account, of ali classes, were pourtug into 
the town of Pernambuco, enthusiastic in the cause. which 
it would seem had been previously organized with considers 
able address and ability. A congress was called, aud in the 
mean time a committee of Government took charve of the 
affairs. The revolutionists have chosen their model wisely, 
Their Constitution (which is already promulgated) has been 
formed upon the basis of that of the North American States, 
The feeling of the people appears to have been so unanimous 
aud spontaneous, that no violence was necessary, and the re. 
volution has been effected with the loss of not more than ten 
lives: and when it is considered that this fortunate occur- 
rence will probably save the lives of thousands that would 
otherwise have been sacrificed in the attempt of his Brazilian 
Majesty to conquer the Spanish Revolutiouists of Monte Vi- 
deo, it may be proclatmed a triumph for the cause of ju. 
manity as well as freedom. We do not anticipate that the 
Brazilian potentate will possess any probable means for the 
suppression of what appears to be the spontaneous impulse 
of so larye a proportion of his dominions. The state of |i. 
berty we hope has arisen permanently | in the southern hemis- 
phere. The King of Spain is amply employed with the pers 
secution of freedom and liberality of seutiment at home: he 
cannot effectually impede the progress of independence in 
the Spanish colonies; and the ex-king of Portugal will have 
little assistance from his European Subjects, whom he de- 
serted in the hour of danger. It my be a question with 
them, whether they will receive him back again. They have 
done very well without him, and have s saved some expense, 
which they can but ill attord to renew, if he return shorn of 
the richest part of his dominions, and dismissed by the largest 
proportion of his subjects. [tis singular that the first attempt 
to erect an old monarchy upon the Southern Continent has 
lenorant as they are, they cannot be re- 
conciled to absurdities in which they have not been edu- 
cated; and they have acted wisely in rejecting the pageantry 
which could only impoverish and oppress, without defending 
or improving them. 
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